
EDUCATION
Before leaving care

After leaving care

Youth who felt connected to school were more likely to feel safe 
there and less likely to experience victimization at school.  
They were also less likely to perpetrate bullying at school.

Among those not in school:

•  40% had stopped attending school 
before graduating from high school

•  28% once they finished high school

•  17% sometime after beginning a  
post-secondary program

•  15% upon completing post-secondary.

Note: Youth could mark all that applied.
Source: Youth Transitioning Out of Care Study (YTOC). 

Metro Vancouver youth’s reported challenges to graduating from  
high school (among those who transitioned out of care and  

had experienced such challenges)

Note: Bullying included being teased to the point of extreme discomfort, purposefully socially excluded, and physically attacked 
or assaulted at school or on the way to/from school. 
Source: BC Adolescent Health Survey.

School connectedness and school experiences
(among youth with care experience)

Felt like a part of their school Did not feel like a part of their school

•  36% in high school 

•  28% in a post-secondary program.

Among youth nearing their transition out of 
care (YTOC study), 64% were currently in 
school:

•  54% in post-secondary

•  9% in high school or the equivalent.

Among youth who had transitioned out of 
care, 63% were enrolled in school:

Youth who turned 19 with a  
high school credential

Source: MCFD portal (Note: data from 2018 to 2023 is for the Vancouver/Richmond 
Service Delivery Area. The 2024 data represent a shift to Vancouver Coastal).  
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Around 3/4 of youth who had transitioned 
out of care (73%) experienced challenges 
to graduating from high school.

Post-secondary
•  Increase over time in the percentage who are currently enrolled in a post-secondary program (e.g., from 26% 

of those who joined the YTOC study in 2019–2020, to 48% who joined in 2023 onwards). 

•  The percentage who received a tuition waiver doubled from 37% who joined the study prior to 2023, to 74% 
who joined in 2023 onwards (among those enrolled in a post-secondary program).

•  There was also an increase in youth stopping their education during post-secondary (e.g., 4% who joined 
the study prior to 2023 left post-secondary before completing their program vs. 22% who joined the study in 
2023 onwards). The finding highlights the importance of youth receiving ongoing support throughout their 
post-secondary education.
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QUESTION: What does the data tell us? What can we do collectively to enhance 
youth in and from care’s success in school (high school and post-secondary)?


